
	
	

L i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  P a s t: 
Emma Nishimura and Neil Chowdhury 
in Conversation with Tomiko Jones 

THIS SATURDAY! 
March 25, 2017 • 6:00–9:00PM • Desai | Matta Gallery 

  
How do we listen to the past to understand the present?  

Searching for ancestral stories we might reach towards something that never becomes quite 
clear, a place where the exigencies of memory refuse a recognizable truth. In this pair of solo 

exhibitions, Emma Nishimura and Neil Chowdury listen closely for whispers that illuminate 
their family stories, and in the process point to larger narratives of colonization, migration, 

and adaptation through the diasporic experience. 
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This conversation marks the open of two solo exhibitions in the Desai | Matta Gallery: Emma 
Nishimura's An Archive of Rememory, and Neil Chowdhury's 46 Lahiri Lane. Emma’s work 
is striking for its beauty, simplicity and calm, contrasted against a devastating reality: 
Canada also interned the Japanese. The stories are shrouded in secrecy, or perhaps better 
left unspoken, lest they gain power through their telling. Nishimura collects, transcribes, and 
creates, packaging memory into the folds of the furoshiki, a wrapping meant to carry or to 
protect.  



 
For two decades Neil Chowdhury has been returning to India, searching for a story, 
anything, to reveal something of the vast silence of the past. With the passing of his father, 
gone also was the direct connection to his roots. He now visits his ancestral home, seeking 
connection within its crumbling walls.  
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A N D: 

To be privy to more of the most dynamic conversations, courses, and performances in 

the Bay Area, check out Public Programs and Performances at CIIS. 
  

MISSION 
The Arts at CIIS is a contemporary arts exhibition program that cultivates community 

engagement and creative and integrative approaches to the urgent challenges facing 

society today. Through exhibitions, publications, and events featuring emerging and 



 

established artists, The Arts at CIIS strives to promote pluralism in the arts, to support 

artists in the creation of new work, and to foster dynamic and critical dialogues within 

and across communities. 
 

DESAI|MATTA GALLERY  
Our exhibition space at Mission Street was created with the generous support of Helen 

and Raj Desai and Robert Matta. 

  

 

 

Location 

Except where noted, all events and exhibitions are held at: 

California Institute of Integral Studies 

1453 Mission Street (between 10th and 11th Streets) 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Gallery Hours:  Everyday 9:00am–9:00pm, except holidays  
 

Contact us at arts@ciis.edu or 415.575.6242 
  

 
 

	


